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AS WE GATHER… Throughout human history, God pictured the 
coming redemptive King through various images of His promise, 
providence, provision, and protection for His people.  We could easily 
become down and out because of the evil of the world, and quickly 
give up because of the constant bad news; but hope, peace, joy, and 
love is the promise of our God for His people.  Christ is the King of 
Glory!  The Gospel is our only hope, as the King of Glory comes in, 
with, and through the Gospel, as we were buried with Him in Baptism 
and raised with Him to a new life! 
 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP HELPS… Please know we have two 
children’s worship bulletins available for young non-readers and 
older children. Both bulletins have activities that go along with the 
weekly theme.  We also have activity bags for children hanging on 
the rear wall of the church for use throughout the worship service.  If 
needed we have a cry room/nursery (with changing table) behind the 
organ in the southwest corner of the church. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 
 
1 O Christ, our true and only light, 

Enlighten those who sit in night; 
Let those afar now hear Your voice 
And in Your fold with us rejoice. 

 
2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace 

The souls now lost in error’s maze; 
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Enlighten those whose inmost minds 
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

 
3 O gently call those gone astray 

That they may find the saving way! 
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed 
In You find peace and heav’nly rest. 

 
4 Shine on the darkened and the cold; 

Recall the wand’rers to Your fold. 
Unite all those who walk apart; 
Confirm the weak and doubting heart, 

 
5 That they with us may evermore 

Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 
And endless praise to You be giv’n 
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n. 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–

78, alt. Text: Public domain 
 

The Rite of Holy Baptism for Graham Isaiah Reed 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 
Stand 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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 P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit Isaiah 61:10; antiphon: Psalm 146:2 
 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my 
God, 
 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
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as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 
headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;,  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 
Kyrie    LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 
 Christ, have mercy; 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal 

with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness 
of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 C Amen. 
 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Proverbs 2:1–10 
1My son, if you receive my words 

 and treasure up my commandments with you, 
2making your ear attentive to wisdom 
 and inclining your heart to understanding; 
3yes, if you call out for insight 
 and raise your voice for understanding, 
4if you seek it like silver 
 and search for it as for hidden treasures, 
5then you will understand the fear of the LORD 
 and find the knowledge of God. 
6For the LORD gives wisdom; 
 from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
7he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 
 he is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 
8guarding the paths of justice 
 and watching over the way of his saints. 
9Then you will understand righteousness and justice 
 and equity, every good path; 
10for wisdom will come into your heart, 
 and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading Acts 8:26–38 
 26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the 

south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is 
a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, 
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a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who 
was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over 
and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the 
passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? 
  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then 
Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told 
him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along 
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here 
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he 
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the 
water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God. 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel John 14:1–6 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 

me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would 
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way 
to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake 
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1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, 
    “All in My way abiding; 
Deny yourselves, the world forsake, 
    Obey My call and guiding. 
O bear the cross, whate’er betide, 
Take My example for your guide. 

 
2 “I am the light, I light the way, 

    A godly life displaying; 
I bid you walk as in the day; 
    I keep your feet from straying. 
I am the way, and well I show 
How you must sojourn here below. 

 
3 “My heart abounds in lowliness, 

    My soul with love is glowing; 
And gracious words My lips express, 
    With meekness overflowing. 
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, 
To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 
4 “I teach you how to shun and flee 

    What harms your soul’s salvation, 
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, 
    From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul 
And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 
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5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 
    And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to His Word, 
    In suff’ring be undaunted. 
For those who bear the battle’s strain 
The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann 

Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695  
Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon         “Listening Evangelism, Part 2” 
 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Sit 
 
Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 
 
Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
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 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P "Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, let us now and evermore praise God's glorious name, 
singing: 

 
Sanctus    LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
 Heav’n and earth with full acclaim  
 shout the glory of Your name. 
 Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
 Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
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     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei     LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
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 Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

Distribution Hymns 
 

627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 
 
1 Jesus Christ, our blessèd Savior, 

Turned away God’s wrath forever; 
By His bitter grief and woe 
He saved us from the evil foe. 

 
2 As His pledge of love undying, 

He, this precious food supplying, 
Gives His body with the bread, 
And with the wine the blood He shed. 

 
3 Jesus here Himself is sharing; 

Heed then how you are preparing, 
For if you do not believe, 
His judgment then you shall receive. 

 
4 Praise the Father, who from heaven 

To His own this food has given, 
Who, to mend what we have done, 
Gave into death His only Son. 

 
5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken 

That this food is to be taken 
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By the sick who are distressed, 
By hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 
6 Agony and bitter labor 

Were the cost of God’s high favor; 
Do not come if you suppose 
You need not Him who died and rose. 

7 Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, 
And receive My grace and favor: 
Those who feel no pain or ill 
Need no physician’s help or skill. 

 
8 “For what purpose was My dying 

If not for your justifying? 
And what use this precious food 
If you yourself were pure and good?” 

 
9 If your heart this truth professes 

And your mouth your sin confesses, 
You will be your Savior’s guest, 
Be at His banquet truly blest. 

 
10 Let this food your faith so nourish 

That its fruit of love may flourish 
And your neighbor learn from you 
How much God’s wondrous love can do. 

 
Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–

1546; (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 
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3, 8): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 6, 10): tr. F. Samuel 
Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.  Text (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9): Public domain  
Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing 
House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005513 

 
744 Amazing Grace sts. 1–5 
1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
    Was blind but now I see! 

 
2 The Lord has promised good to me, 

    His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
    As long as life endures. 

 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

    I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
    His grace will lead me home. 

 
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

    And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 
5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

    Bright shining as the sun, 
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We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
    Than when we’d first begun. 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of 

Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
1  My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
    Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; 
Take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day 
    Be wholly Thine! 
 
2  May Thy rich grace impart 
Strength to my fainting heart; 
    My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, 
Oh, may my love to Thee 
Pure, warm, and changeless be, 
    A living fire! 
 
3  While life’s dark maze I tread 
And griefs around me spread, 
    Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 
Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 
    From Thee aside. 
 
4  When ends life’s transient dream, 
When death’s cold, sullen stream 
    Shall o’er me roll, 
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Blest Savior, then, in love, 
Fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, 
    A ransomed soul! 
 
Text and Tune: Public domain 
 
Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book.  Unless 
otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible 
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder 
© 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

Calendar of Activities this week at St. John 
 

12 Monday  Trustee Meeting    6:30 pm 
13 Tuesday  Elder Meeting    6:30 pm 
14 Wednesday   Board of Education Meeting 6:00 pm 
15 Thursday  Worship/HC     6:30 pm 
18 Sunday  Worship/HC     9:00 am 
18 Sunday  Sunday School    10:30 am 
18 Sunday  Adult Bible Class    10:30 am 
 
JOIN THE PRAY & GO, 30-DAY JOURNEY!  You may order the 
hardcover copy of Pray & Go, by Thom S. Rainer, from Amazon.  If 
you have Prime, you should receive quickly and shipping is free.  It is 
also available on Audible; or, available to listen to for free through 
the Hoopla App, with your Berlin Library Card. 



20 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUNDY,OCTOBER 11TH:   Pastor Busse will be 
leading the Adult Bible study on the 11th because Pastor Rob is going 
to Sunday School. 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR CHRISTMAS CAMP AT LUWISOMO:  St. John 
has money set aside to provide scholarships for children who'd like 
to attend the Kid's Christmas (Grades 1-5) program at Camp 
LuWiSoMo. If you're interested, please speak with Pastor Rob before 
November 1. 
 
PIZZA SALE:  The 7th and 8th grade students will be selling frozen 
pizzas from Joe's in Wautoma to raise money for their class trip to 
Catalina Island in the spring.  Someone will be in the back of church 
on Sunday, October 11th and October 18th if you would like to place 
an order, otherwise you are welcome to call the school. The pizzas 
will be delivered on Thursday, November 5th. 
 
ALL YOUNG ADULTS, HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES THROUGH 
30ISH!  The BASIC young adults will be going on a mini golf outing 
on Saturday afternoon October 17th.  We will meet at Glow in the 
Park Mini Golf & Pinball Arcade (300 S Koeller St Oshkosh).  We need 
to reserve a tee-time as soon as possible so let me know if you want 
to go right away. Contact me with any questions or to let me know 
you want to go.  I am always available by text or email, and by phone 
after 4:00 pm M-F.  Beth Thon - email: 
babs92275@yahoo.com  phone/text: 920-292-0041 
 
TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL: This week in Sunday School we learn 
about “The Unwise Wise King”.  Solomon gathers the supplies and 



21 
 

artisans to begin the most important construction project of his reign 
—— building a house for God.  Using the very finest materials and 
most skilled craftsmen, Solomon builds a temple so glorious that 
none to come after it would ever compare. 
 
ST. JOHN CHOIR STARTUP:  The Lord has blessed St. John's with 
many beautiful voices, and we would love for you to use your talents 
to praise Him in song! 
 
 We are excited to restart our Adult Choir, open to anyone in high 
school or older. We will begin with a limited rehearsal and 
performance schedule, and the music will be accessible and 
enjoyable for a wide range of skill levels. 
  
Can't attend every rehearsal? No problem! Join us whenever you are 
able. Practice recordings will also be provided so you can rehearse at 
home. 
  
The choir will sing during: 

• November 1 – Reformation/All Saints' Worship Service 
• December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship (second service only) 

Rehearsals: 
Following the 6:30 p.m. worship service, 7:15–8:00 p.m. 

• Thursday, October 15, 22 and 29 
• Wednesday, December 2, 9 and 16 

  
Interested in singing or joining the email list? Contact Amanda 
Tetzlaff at mandabusse@gmail.com or 920-229-1205. We hope you'll 
consider joining us as we lift our voices together in praise! 
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SAVE THE DATE!  THE GARMS FAMILY CHRISTMAS CONCERT: A 
NIGHT OF COMFORT AND JOY: Friday, December 11, 2026, at 6:30 
p.m. Join us for an uplifting evening of Christmas music and 
celebration as The Garms Family shares the comfort and joy of our 
Savior's birth through song. Invite your family and friends! 
 
OPENINGS ON BOARD OF EDUCATION:  The St. John Board of 
Christian Education will have two positions opening in January 2027. 
Board members serve three-year terms, and all candidates must be 
members of St. John Lutheran Church. If you would like more 
information or are interested in running for the board, please contact 
Miss Linse or any current member of the Board of Christian 
Education. 
 
PLANNING TO USE SCHOOL FACILITIES?  As the new school year 
begins on September 1, please note that a facility calendar has been 
posted in the Card Room. This calendar provides information on 
room availability and includes instructions for reserving school 
space.  For additional information or assistance, please reach out to 
the school office. 
 
MEN’S OPEN GYM:  Our Men’s Open Gyms will move to every 
Wednesday at 5:30 PM (instead of every other week). We are 
currently playing basketball and will having other competitive 
activities like spikeball and dodgeball.  If you’d like to join, please text 
920-658-3029 to be added to the group chat for updates and 
reminders. 
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BECOME A PEN PAL FOR OUR STUDENTS!  Are you interested in 
having a pen pal?  Our school students write letters to our members, 
and you can respond.  If you have done this project in the past, you 
will see a yellow letter in your mailbox.  If you are new to our church 
or want to become involved this year, please let me know.  I need all 
responses by October 5th.  We have more students enrolled in our 
school so I will need new volunteers. Thanks for considering 
this.  Please contact Amy Brooks at 920-789-9385 or 
amybrooksy1012@gmail.com. 
 
Trip to the Ark Encounter 
Our sister congregation, Zion Lutheran Church in Neshkoro, is 
organizing a Diamond Tours trip to the Ark Encounter and other 
attractions April 12-16, 2027. Members of St. John are invited to join 
this exciting trip. If you would like more information, please contact 
the church office and we will provide you with the tour flyer. 
 
Can You Help with Our Christmas Parade Float? 
The Parent Teacher League is looking for volunteers to help make this 
year's Christmas Parade Float a success! Our theme is Old-Fashioned 
Christmas, and we're looking for: 
 
·  A truck and trailer for the parade 
·  A place to store the trailer after it has been decorated 
·  Someone willing to lead or coordinate the decorating effort 
·  Volunteers with decorating skills or creative ideas 
 
If you can provide any of these resources or would like to volunteer, 
please contact Pastor Rob. Your help will make it possible for St. 

mailto:amybrooksy1012@gmail.com
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John to participate in the parade and share the joy of Christmas with 
our community. Thank you for considering how you can help! 
 
UPDATING PERSONAL INFORMATION:  For many in our 
congregation, the information we have about you in our church 
software is out of date. So, in your mailbox you'll find an 
instruction sheet along with a printout of the current data we 
have. Please follow the instructions to help us get your correct 
information. Thank you in advance! 
 
HOOPS FOR HUNGER 3V3 CHALLENGE RETURNS!  The St. John's 
Men's Rec League is bringing back the Hoops for Hunger 3v3 
Challenge for its second year, in partnership with the Boys & Girls 
Club of the Tri-County Area. Last year our community donated over 
600 pounds of food to the Berlin Food Pantry, and this year we're 
aiming for more than 1,000 pounds. The entry fee is simple: each 
team brings one paper bag of nonperishable food items. 
 
The qualifier round is Saturday, February 13 at 9:00 a.m. at the Boys 
& Girls Club (344 Broadway). The top 12 teams advance to the 
championship on Saturday, February 27 at 9:00 a.m. in the St. John 
Lutheran School gym. The tournament is open to males ages 13 and 
up, with teams of up to four players, and prizes will be awarded to 
the top finishers. Spectators get in free and are welcome to bring 
nonperishable food to donate too! Come cheer on local players and 
enjoy concessions. Concession proceeds support Boys & Girls Club 
teen programming and St. John Lutheran School.  
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To sign up your team, visit www.hoops4hunger.com or message 
(920) 658-3029. 
Play hard, give generously, and help us feed our neighbors!    
 
MEN’S MINISTRY:  The next men’s ministry meeting will be on 
Monday, November 2nd, at 6 p.m. at 139 S Swetting Street. We’d 
love for you to come along for a meal, some Bible study, and a chance 
to hang out. If the weather cooperates, feel free to bring a chair for 
a campfire! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Listening Evangelism 
 

“Building relationships by listening to people to understand what's 
going on in their lives and then lovingly telling them how Jesus can 

help.” 
 

Philip LISTENED to the doubts, questions, and concerns of the 
Ethiopian before responding with the specific Gospel he needed to 
hear. 
 
1. Pray 
Ask God to show you someone who’s doubting, questioning, or 
concerned and for him to help you to truly listen and share the 
Gospel. 
 
2. Listen for God’s Direction 
Grow in your relationship with God by spending quality time with 
him. Make time to be quiet with God, to talk to him, and to listen to 
his direction. 

http://www.hoops4hunger.com/
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3. Listen Compassionately 
When doubts, questions, and concerns come up in conversation, 
LISTEN to what they’re saying. Don’t be afraid to prompt them to 
keep talking so you can keep LISTENING to show care and 
understand their struggle with questions like: 

• "How does that make you feel?" 
• "Where do you think that’s coming from?" 
• "Why do you think you struggle so much with that?" 

Then... 
• Don't interrupt. Listen more than you speak. 
• Don't rush to fix the problem. 
• Don't assume you already know how they feel. 
• Simply let them know they are heard and cared for. 

 
5. Share the Hope You Have 
After you've listened, look for a natural opportunity to share the 
Gospel. You don't need a long or profound speech. Simply share 
the hope that because of Jesus: 

• There is truth – he is Truth! 
• Jesus isn’t just another religious leader; there’s an abundance 

of proof that he loves us so much he died for us and that he 
rose from the dead proving he’s God. 

• Because of what Jesus did, if we trust in him, we have the 
guarantee of eternal life. 

 
6. Pray for Them 
Before you leave pray for them by name. Ask God to encourage 
them, help them to trust in him, and comfort them with his 
promises. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Sermon Notes – 10-11-26 – Listening Evangelism II 
 
-_____________ Evangelism builds relationships by listening to people 
to understand what’s going on in their lives and then lovingly 
telling them how Jesus can help. 
 
-Today’s first lesson in Listening Evangelism: LISTEN for where God 
wants you to evangelize. 
-Today’s second lesson in Listening Evangelism: LISTEN to the 
_________, ____________, and __________ of others. 
-Today’s third lesson in Listening Evangelism: After LISTENING, tell 
people the specific Gospel that answers their doubts, questions, and 
concerns. 
 
-In 2025, only 28% of Americans expressed “a great deal” of 
confidence in institutions as an average across the board. 

-As humans we need something we can ________ in. Distrust 
breeds fear, stress, anxiety, and hopelessness. 

-As Christians, we know someone we can trust. We have a _______ 
that we can count on. 

-“I Am the Way, the TRUTH, and the Life.” (John 14:6) 
-In an age where people need something to trust in, isn’t it 
wonderful that we have so much reason to believe not just in 
God, but a loving God who ultimately ________ us? 

 
-The Gospel is amazing…so, shouldn’t we tell people about it?  

-LISTEN for God’s directing you to those who are doubting, 
questioning, and concerned; LISTEN to them because you 
genuinely care about them; and then share the __________  



28 
 

___________ that addresses their doubts, questions, and 
concerns. 

 
-82% of unchurched people are likely to attend church if invited by 
a friend or family member. 

-We should LISTEN to the Spirit directing us to people who are 
doubting, questioning, and concerned. We should 
compassionately LISTEN to them. And out of genuine care, we 
should ______ them Good News about our God who is Truth 
and who gives us so much hope and invite them here to hear 
more. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


